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Plan for the Worst…And expect the best.  


Don’t be complacent about practicing your family’s safety drill.  By the time a tornado is heading your way, it’s usually too late to make a plan.  The best time to conduct a tornado drill is prior to each severe weather season (preferably every March for Wisconsin residents).


□ Step 1:  Designate your home’s “Shelter Area”


A lot can happen in a year.  Remind everyone of your safe place.  You also may need to establish a new one, especially if you’ve recently moved.


□ Step 2:  Assemble a Disaster Supplies Kit


The American Red Cross recommends a "disaster supplies kit" containing the following items:


A first aid kit with essential medication in addition to the usual items


A battery powered radio, flashlight, and extra batteries


Canned and other non-perishable foods and a hand-operated can opener


Bottled water


Candles and matches


Sturdy shoes and work gloves


Cash and credit cards


Written instructions on how to turn off your home’s utilities


□  Step 3:  Heed the Warning Signs


Although every storm is unique, it’s helpful to know the warning signs of an impending tornado:


A dark, often greenish sky, a wall cloud and large hail may appear. 


A loud roar similar to that of a freight train may be heard. 


An approaching cloud of debris can indicate a tornado even if a funnel is not visible. 


Before a tornado hits, the wind may die down and the air may become very still. 


□  Step 4:  Know the Difference


Every storm has the potential to turn into a tornado, so it’s important to pay close attention to weather advisories and to know the difference between a watch and a warning.


A tornado watch means that weather conditions are favorable for the development of tornadoes.  Stay alert and keep tuned in for further advisories.


A tornado warning means that a tornado has actually been sighted. Warnings are issued for individual counties and include the tornado’s location, direction and speed. 


□  Step 5:  Know your Surroundings


If you have recently moved, be sure to familiarize yourself with the names of your surrounding communities.  This knowledge will help you to better track the tornado’s direction.  


□  Step 6:  Seek Safe Shelter


If a warning has been issued, seek shelter immediately.  If possible, get to the lowest level of the structure you are in.  Crouch low, protect your head and stay clear of windows.  








Tornado Safety Checklist


When was the last time you and your family �ran through your safety drill?
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